Project Summary

For the summer project Gui Zhou (The
Return), I underwent the writing, production, and
editing process to create a 50 minute narrative
film. In my proposal I had written that I wanted to
make a 20 minute film, but the film stretched in
length as my script went through multiple
revisions to adapt to the resources I received in
Taiwan.

The first three weeks (May 23 - June 14) I
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spent in the research and writing process, along with
casting the actors for my film. I got a lot of help
from my Taiwanese relatives in terms of gathering
resources for our production and we ended up
collaborating with the local Fu Jen Catholic
University’s English department for our actor
search which we also promoted on Facebook. I
also made sure to film b-roll for the documentary
aspect of the project during this time.

The next two weeks were spent on
production (shooting calendar on next page). I had

written 12 scenes for my film and we had to get

all of it in before our actors would be unavailable.



What I got to hone during the production of Gui Zhou — directing, leadership, and Chinese
language skills — was an invaluable experience and would have been possible without the

Ingrassia Grant which paid for my travel fees to get to Taiwan.
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After the shooting process was complete, I began the syncing process for the video and
audio recorded before editing a rough cut of the film. I was able to hold a wrap party for my cast
and crew and show them a teaser for a project they had worked so hard on. The rough cut of the
film came together slowly as I assembled the footage, worked on the sound design, collaborated

with a Taiwanese composer, and performed color correction and color grading for the film.



Stills from the film

BAEREER = K,

- Let’s keep it natural. U Brother.

| >
Gz rge i

erefa chance that Gui Zhou...




ou all
g

What are y,

U R BE 3

¥

1

T L

©
<@
o]
o
3
144
‘©
o
ES
£
c
o
<
S
3
&£
<




Budget

Paying Actors $2,015.00
Food for filming $430.00
Payment for Music Score composer $300.00
Vimeo account subscription (one year) $240.00
SD card (256 GB) $69.98
SSD drive $168.97
Total Spent $3,223.95
Miller Grant Funding $3,000.00
Out of pocket expenses $223.95




Recognition and Next Steps
My film was screened at Newcomb Theater on September 29th, where it received a review from
the cavalier daily. It was screened again at Visible Records on November 22nd. [ am in the

process of submitting the film to film festivals.
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https://www.cavalierdaily.com/article/2024/10/jolinna-li-digs-deep-into-her-taiwanese-roots-with-stories-of-the-return

