
 

Project Title: Exploring Traditional Asian Printmaking Techniques 

 

Throughout my time at UVA in the Printmaking program, I have been exposed to a wide array of 

printmaking techniques. I have specifically been interested in traditional, Asian-style prints. 

Growing up, my family (both in the US and in China) have always decorated the walls of our 

house with Asian (Chinese, Japanese, and Korean) prints. Through exploring these prints and 

traditional techniques, I have learned much more about myself, my ancestry, and my culture. I 

would like an artist minigrant to support my research into traditional Asian printmaking 

techniques, using the appropriate tools, paper, and inks.  

 

Recently, I have been exploring woodcut printing – which, from what I have learned in class, 

involves rolling oil (and occasionally water) based inks onto the raised surface of a woodcut. 

This can then be printed onto a piece of paper using a printing press or handprinted using a 

baren. While exploring woodcut techniques, I came across the traditional Japanese mokuhanga 

techniques. This involves painting water-based ink onto the raised surface of a woodcut (rather 

than rolling), and hand-printing these woodcuts onto thin, Asian-style paper. I would like to 

specifically explore this technique, so that I can combine the knowledge that I have learned in 

class with the information I have researched on Asian-style techniques to further enrich my 

printmaking. This would require particular paper, a fabric/bamboo baren, and specialized 

carving tools and ink bases/pigments.  

 

Timeline: 

Now - March 30: Acquire materials, and begin carving images from the wood block 

March 31 - April 6: Finish carving images onto wood 

April 7 - 13: Experiment/explore mixing colors using Asian-style inks (such as with starch paste 

and pigment).  

April 14 - 20: Pull proofs (on newsprint) by painting inks onto the carved wood blocks, and 

hand-printing using barren. Then, print onto the acquired Asian-style papers. Aim for an edition 

of 3 - 10 prints that are uniform using the painted ink technique. 

April 21 - 23: Install prints in second-floor hallway. 

April 24 - 29: Show prints from this exploration. 

April 30 - beyond: Use this exploration as an insight into new printmaking techniques to inform 

my printmaking work moving forward. 

 

Budget breakdown: 

Fibre-covered Bamboo Baren: $11 

Yamato E-Ink Stick (set of 6): $70 

https://www.amazon.com/Yasutomo-Fibre-Covered-Economy-Baren/dp/B0044S8B0A
https://www.paperinkarts.com/yamato-e-ink-stick-set-of-6-with-wood-box.html


Boku-undo Ink Stick: $34 

Kita-kata Paper Roll: $88 

Mulberry Paper (10 sheets): $77.50 

Nori paste: $13 

Woodcut Carving Tools: $155 

Hanga Bake brush #1: $30 

Hanga Bake brush #2: $35 

 

Total: $500 

https://www.paperinkarts.com/bok-15105.html
https://awagami.com/products/kitakata-roll
https://www.dickblick.com/cart/
https://www.amazon.com/Yasutomo-NP56J-Nori-Paste-10-Ounce/dp/B0027ACSF6
https://www.amazon.com/Flexcut-Carving-Tools-Craving-FR804/dp/B001UYQPPE/ref=sr_1_4?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wT9A2sUy0i2Tx0fatuaejbtL0fhpYU7egkv2-79uQ6_uCq850lPO1BcgvNTAcAIaSqz-Ejk_Mx1qSBiBMRaY9DWsoJFgBNPyZpbOcBrPf19H4VgzSDdHHgPYrDBu4kepLx3ekQV1EiPUaxQwaIyj6CtE-hBfpkZ6099lbMCxBwjkvDa_ezeLCvi4RmJjv0nGhFLOONG0dQtlYVAzLNzpLXhISoAAYxxfDBwoF9NbgjtB580P__tgWORIJVfMsfwEBPhYweeCkTeUHxnYpP0jL58wPV-qHKUvN3jyevE4ZiucJKYeG_lQ4ywlAioyky5WBiEXNepNrsZ2kfqCX9suTjbaj6-5La7qGHlxk7uM-SGdGjHflJwOpeBL7GXoJ_73euuVINO1tY5IF4tTXG2__DKsvw-VSeXD-m_T8ama5nmx6yzfK6ypODIfYL3SDNIp.ZoLpAtUSe0WxVxE45YXmVc7NCTQx81InMZC-JImylzc&dib_tag=se&keywords=flexcut%2Bcarving%2Btools&qid=1741381802&sr=8-4&th=1
https://www.imcclains.com/catalog/brushes/hangabake.html
https://www.imcclains.com/catalog/brushes/hangabake.html

