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Exploring daily life through oil painting 
 
Project Summary: 
I am a painting major. I am currently in a painting independent study in order to expand on the 
work I completed last semester. This body of work is based on photographs I have taken, and is 
characterized by loose washes of color and undisguised brushstrokes. As I continue this body of 
work during the Spring semester, I plan to further develop a mode of painting that captures the 
atmosphere and emotion of people and the spaces they occupy.  
 
The photographs I base my paintings on are incredibly important for the development of my 
work. The photos I take are not meant to serve as a highly rendered image from which I can pull 
precise details. Rather, they serve as a guideline, and hopefully capture the atmosphere of the 
space and the personalities of the people. Often, these photos are taken when my family is 
visiting in a communal house space such as a kitchen or living room. I attempt to be discreet in 
order that the people in my paintings remain “in scene.” I am particularly interested in capturing 
spaces with a variety of colors, textures, and interacting elements. I primarily take photos of my 
family because I am familiar with the space and the people. I find that it is far easier to identify 
settings and images that are interesting to me when the people and space are familiar.  
 
My painting begins with surface preparation. I paint on a masonite panel, a wood composite 
material. I first apply three coats of gesso using a paint roller to avoid brush streaks. Then, 
moving from 80 grit to 320 grit sandpaper, I sand the board down to ensure as smooth of a 
surface as possible. This is a critical step – the smooth surface allows for my brush to glide 
across the surface and create the gestural streaks that are so important for the body of work I am 
developing. A properly prepared surface allows for me to paint loosely. My painting process 
often involves multiple passes of thin layers until I feel that the piece conveys as much 
information as I want it to. 
 
This semester, I plan to increase the size of my paintings in order to have the space to fully 
explore the modes of painting I use. Changing an element such as this provides new 
opportunities for exploration, and development of processes. I am particularly interested in 
identifying how my brush strokes change on a larger surface. At the same time, however, I 
cannot predict all of the effects that this change will lead to. This is precisely why I want to 
expand my work – the space for novel discovery within my practice is precisely my goal.  
 
Critically, this development requires additional materials. Larger works require more, and 
sometimes larger, materials. My current supplies support small to medium size paintings, but will 
be entirely impractical for larger works. For example, the brushes I currently have are far too 
small to complete larger paintings, and sanding large boards by hand will be an inefficient use of 
my time. Additionally, I am in need of more oil paints, and gesso. With these materials, I will be 
able to complete my independent study, and expand my painting practice. 

 



Project Timeline: 
 
March: Complete 1 large painting with 3 sketches. Take notes on the impact of size on the 
painting process.  
 
April: Complete 1 large painting with 3 sketches. Take into account notes from the previous 
painting.  
 
May: Complete 2 medium size paintings summarizing work from the semester.  
 
Total works: 4 total pieces, 6 sketches  



Budget: 
● Gesso: $34.03 
● Oil paints 

○ Black: $7.5  
○ White: $22.50  
○ Alizarin Crimson $9.85  
○ Burnt sienna: $22.50  
○ Cadmium Red: $18.00  
○ Cadmium yellow: $18.00  
○ Cadmium lemon: $28.61  
○ Yellow ochre: $27.50  
○ Cerulean blue: $18.00  
○ Cobalt Blue: $18.00  
○ French Ultramarine Blue: $27.50  
○ 2 and 3 inch brushes: $147.59  

● Tax: $20.91 
● Subtotal: $415.49 

 
Amazon 

● Electric Sander: $34.99 
● 5 inch Sandpaper (100): $13.99 
● Rollers: $9.99 
● Handle: $7.98 
● Subtotal: $66.95 

 
 
Total: $482.44 

https://www.jerrysartarama.com/liquitex-basics-acrylic-gesso-medium-1-gallon-83681
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-ivory-black-37ml-02131
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-zinc-white-200ml-83381
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-alizarin-crimson-37ml-02029
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-burnt-sienna-200ml-83344
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-cadmium-red-37ml-02055
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-cadmium-yellow-37ml-02061
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/williamsburg-oil-paint-cadmium-lemon-37ml-tube
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-yellow-ochre-200ml-83379
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-cerulean-blue-37ml-02069
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-cobalt-blue-37ml-02091
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/winsor-newton-artists-oil-french-ultramarine-200ml-83353
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/mimik-kolinsky-synthetic-sable-short-handle-brush-mottler-duo-set-2in-3in
https://www.amazon.com/SKIL-Random-Orbital-Sander-SR211601/dp/B07FKBDNNQ/ref=sr_1_6?crid=26TFZAGNXFCUP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DlHG7-U39rGfutyOSfVy4VjuUFPATZlY8-vzUlkMh6EZVe5EhkcrNkNs0LmxQ4Rr7z2dJ1TqUzd5ETVKAkfQA7aSYOjlooZjkCTxrgW90IHHMXfts9ejowTiwSRn2tv6ZNy3GDwtrlA69jpMv5Q2aE_tjY0hx1_hiqgeKC2MgbhNjh-Vl7eL9RPvcZ5livVJPIUk7BSp7IMyoxWB4oNxv_R9JN2V_gZf87ywQUj4pfi6phdfHBSr3wvDjAQlbGD_6v9ma1orneikKTNZnIglDACwbJg3E96Wszn06xn3xt9ZsxDcMYnPLTagId50ry0xafb2HAwvF2IBp2Fz-ZqsvoqJJlNAnhu5nO8cB2d26TN5qSF3rbbJf9RWIBSRNv8DVnZZ4q7Oyb583LNaEP4NIfD_Tm0n6OWjgnWG2GggKdYDeruaIFxhb84qxbUIIA4G.i-eN7k9nxHx8yc5vFIoz4QYFmwWZ6da3U5NbhTy1Aq4&dib_tag=se&keywords=electric+sander&qid=1738717485&sprefix=electric+sander%2Caps%2C75&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/100PCS-Sanding-Sandpaper-Sander-60-2000/dp/B0894N7QT2/ref=sr_1_6?crid=QBVTR9LG8HSN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.LQvuJlzbizZf2DtAq3EOnL9SxSNNyAvAWS_Sju2DOCkctRcl1AYVvjP2OJqs0TmLktT-0zjfpecjy-QzdqdhFmdzZcjWoYwwt6QLUfiRTrQVGzqdvWMVEEdS1JQfSvt0sLdWFm37nsJdVD0iRInKNjAPEuivJc9gS_9DXpq_iik6XEmnV-x4Ts_kPFKEcIjjiSWMyxD5Pbw9ViMlNvJAPqaeopeuzzyzZ8SmrvZeByZMMWmZFdRP4uD4giEgPphT1RPIIjubrxslEp33qwo2jhE7yuLD17dsxJiLdJBftqrfxZ0Av4oMn8uG4R6RKHEM3sIOHffrGe1l0_EFl2IULCJ77-FzgMSwxc4s_tUI0aA334opipcNShhZDHlRhW5U-Wg1ISQcGnUO_VsgKTkDmZJ8Lm8mJaaIUijGScgUEg6RbUEVhQsdTJbtNkhFIwpJ.N5ppB3U-X3Q_NLdD5f0s60PAWg6PYRmUNzpDgHysezo&dib_tag=se&keywords=5+inch+sandpaper&qid=1738717522&sprefix=5+inch+sandpaper%2Caps%2C78&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/sspa/click?ie=UTF8&spc=MTo4MjIxMDc0NDkwMjcyNzg0OjE3Mzg3MTc1NTQ6c3BfYXRmOjMwMDA4MjA5NDA5MTYwMjo6MDo6&url=%2FRoller-Painting-Professional-Stains-Commercial%2Fdp%2FB07LG8XMJD%2Fref%3Dsr_1_2_sspa%3Fcrid%3D1G1HCUPPXE2ZF%26dib%3DeyJ2IjoiMSJ9.hfYjZejskRtbOdKOwJptOpqloVa75w72Se6skzZXJ6SxazNfwySH2cxBOH9SolRllQtkqKJbxH3LhWaP7iYq1HKKEiXJbb7qOzAKeCZwquwIYg0MAWJqAA54qfxRx4nhqynZoKh0_q-I-wX1GEZFnbq0nwF9LSM4J7sfygy2nDlU0vvnd8NMZnv0FpC9nHprsBEPaBcbxWGmHaK8ozHdh3xcI_LRxZ8zMbFVVdDrNVyLbYA324XsW46F9vKq2y11V0lLStKSI0YrvOfzDeiDmoiVr2ndLdbh08xsqubqpRI.BBrJttZh377lP_bZo920OvUL43xeBzExXe1IMeIi6kY%26dib_tag%3Dse%26keywords%3Dpaint%2Brollers%26qid%3D1738717554%26sprefix%3Dpaint%2Brollers%252Caps%252C86%26sr%3D8-2-spons%26sp_csd%3Dd2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY%26psc%3D1
https://www.amazon.com/Wooster-Brush-R017-9-Roller-9-Inch/dp/B00002N6IZ/ref=sr_1_5?crid=YDMPJUVHXDWU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.63sPfih58fh2T_mOd3m96LwFaYDTei3srz1Z4h09G0noSaUQgS2FoEDv7WIzUSrZAjVKRFjJsFqytfMFiDh8fl68vWrlx0kVH09nxlgZx8x8_gLv8ize7YSkFq9ZJTff1SxroLC6CTUkpUA5TL1h9jF4xImScXoi-yY2-niRoDJ78eICK5K5g8yub_t2Y2XtJHfvKFwWU3MF05D6LhZXeftbsXa7qRQCDNdiDMXklFzTFZUGobKchQDATa1llJ9XzW2hafs7wBqpFDlP0jMapfhSVuQMhWvD5_BddsWNbb_RH3Z5HnWot4R8UOteKCRFC2-gLCmYbq-gd3E9JrBv7hAJvDgM7IQm9lLKB3Vcs0NYrfHWgsLXWwMymuUJaPsYpXFWWDExGXINhK4D6cpJ-pmcdTHv_f1BorDYx04_sz53oVNE3iaG8Mv9keq34C9q.dLaFyoeDZyZ9DnjvZY-4rd213kGnyQRnNobX_UKDwjI&dib_tag=se&keywords=paint+rollers+9+inch+handle&qid=1738717587&sprefix=paint+rollers+handle%2Caps%2C83&sr=8-5
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