
Proposal 

Bringing The Digital Lab Home With Me 

I am a Studio Art major with a concentration in New Media. I also pursue 
an Environmental Science major, and my dream is to combine these two passions 
through digital design. My goals include scientific illustration, fostering 
environmental/ecological education and outreach through engagement with the 
arts, data visualization, and beyond. This year I have joined the design and 
production teams of two undergraduate-run magazines, V Mag and Virginia Review 
of Politics, in order to nurture my future goals with large scale and long term 
commercial design experiences. I’m excited to be working with both a fashion and 
arts centered magazine as well as one that focuses on educating and informing the 
public, as these represent my differing interests and can provide me with 
invaluable skills and connections.  

However, with a STEM and Arts double major, my schedule can be 
extremely tight, and, currently, I have to travel from my off campus home to the 
New Media Lab or the library computer labs in order to access the necessary 
equipment and software for hours of project-based work, which is a large burden. 
My current personal computer does not have sufficient power or storage to handle 
the high quality projects I create for organizations, class, and personal work, and 
buying a fancy new laptop is not an option for me right now. I am applying for this 
mini grant in order to help cover the cost of purchasing the 2022 model iPad Pro 
with an 11 inch display, which can help me bring the digital lab home with me in 
my backpack! 

A portable tablet will allow me to create my digital artwork much easier 
and faster, plus it will open up the ability for me to take on more projects with 
more ease—personal, academic, and professional. I really believe it will be a game 
changer for me, in the sense that it will not only allow me to not only deepen my 
current art practice, but also evolve my skills to a new level and unlock techniques 
and styles that I can't refine with a mouse-computer set up. The ability to use my 
hands and a drawing utensil will greatly benefit me, as I come from a drawing and 
painting background and can more easily incorporate those foundations into my 
digital work. 

My New Media courses, past and future, prepare me to work with a range 
of softwares and employ diverse techniques in creating picture, video, and sound 
art. With a high performing iPad, I can shoot and edit video, create animations, 
work with audio, access image and design editing software, and take advantage of 
personal digital file storage; I can do these things any time, anywhere! The most 
amazing part about being awarded this grant is that it would not only help me 
pursue my artistic goals in a short term timeline, but this kind of equipment 
investment will support me as I grow my career and chase more opportunities for 
years to come. 

I chose this specific iPad after personal research on tablets and digital art 
equipment as well as the advice and guidance from my MAS 3rd year project 
mentor and New Media professor Federico Cuatlacuatl. This grant would 
unfortunately not fully cover the cost, so I would cover the rest out of pocket, 
however $500 would still make this a much more feasible purchase for me. My 
budget is outlined on the next page. 



Budget  

2022 11-inch Liquid Retina Display iPad Pro   $749 

MAS Fall Minigrant       $500 
Personal Incurred Cost      $249 

Total Funding Request: $500 
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