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Spring 2025 

Upgrading the Tools of Design 
 

I am humbly requesting $500 to assist in the purchasing of tools that will allow me to further grow and hone my 
skills as a modern lighting designer. 

This past summer, between my work as an electrician for the Virginia Theatre Festival, I embarked on a 
month-long exercise in practicing scenic and lighting design while concurrently going through the motions of 
completing both designs in the context of a hypothetical staged production. Using free modeling software, I 
created a mock scenic design for a play I was familiar with and imported it into the free, student version of a 
professional lighting visualization software called Capture. Within Capture, I can manipulate the geometry of 
scenic elements, soft goods, pipes, and most importantly fixtures to virtually light my set within a virtual model 
of the Culbreth stage and create a hypothetical “design.” Though limited, the student version allows you to 
export draftings, such as a paper plot and instrument datasheet, though since the student version limits the 
number of fixtures available, this paperwork was not accurate to my intended design. I was able to complete 
most of the documentation and formal paperwork that a real lighting design would have minus a handful of 
limitations due to the demo nature of the software, all of which I’ve posted to my portfolio 
willconraddesign.com/the-deal.  
 With the full version of Capture, I will have access to a full and complete library of fixtures, allowing 
me to accurately mock up and draft concept and/or preliminary lighting designs, as I intend to use Capture 
alongside my independent study under Professor Kennedy as a research and learning aid. Part of our study will 
include a theoretical design, like what I did over the summer, and I will use Capture to create a final 
visualization. I plan to use Capture to create more virtual, hypothetical designs and assist my design process for 
my upcoming projects this semester, including Lab Series. I also intend to use Capture in my process for 
designing the upcoming department mainstage show, Continuity, and potentially pre-visualizing designs for 
dance concerts. 
 In conjunction with Capture, the lighting visualization software, I am also requesting funding to 
purchase two symbol packs for Vectorworks, an industry standard software used by lighting professionals to 
create design paperwork. The Soft Symbols pack is a widely used collection of symbols used by Broadway 
designers that provides icons for common equipment not already included in Vectorworks. The Savvy Section 
pack has detailed unit symbols for creating section views, which look at a plot from the side to describe unit 
orientation and elevation. As I develop my own unique drafting style, I’m excited to incorporate these 
professional tools into my workflow and make it my own.   
 These tools are important to acquire early on as I develop design skills and strategies and take on more 
design projects. Mastering the tools of the trade will allow me to work more efficiently and effectively. 
 
Item Item Description Purchase Link Cost 

1  Capture 2024 Solo Edition Link 409.34 

2 Soft Symbols Link 60.00 

3 Savvy Section Symbols Link 11.15 

Total 480.49 

Funding requested 480.49 

 
 
 

https://willconraddesign.com/the-deal
https://www.capture.se/Buy/Web-Shop
https://www.fieldtemplate.com/SoftSymbols-41-Object-Libraries.html
https://benghiatlighting.com/software/product/savvy-symbol-section/#description


 

Timeline: 
March 

- Incorporate Soft Symbols + Savvy Section into drafting workflow 
- Begin work with Lee on conceptual design project / collaborate on design 

process for Fall Mainstage 
April 

- Use Capture to previs and design cues for Lab Series 
- Use Soft Symbols + Savvy Section in drafting process for Fall mainstage 

production 
- Continue conceptual work 

May 
- Finish pre-production work on Fall Mainstage 

 
Deliverables: Paperwork and renders from design projects over the Spring and Fall 
semester, all published to online portfolio (www.willconraddesign.com) 
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