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Miller Arts Scholars Seminar 1010 
Fall 2020 Syllabus  

 
Wed 2:00pm – 2:50pm 
Online-synchronous: Posted in Collab 
 
Professor: Dave Dalton 
Office Hours: Mon and Tues, 11:00am – 12:15pm, or by appt. 
Zoom Office Hours link: Posted in Collab  
Email: dnd8b@virginia.edu 
Phone: (434) 243-8956 
 
What can artists learn from one another? 

 
What do artists from diverse disciplines and backgrounds have in common? Can we 
learn from others who don’t share our particular artistic point-of-view? What is art’s 
place in a rapidly changing world? This seminar provides an opportunity for you to 
explore these questions with fellow student artists and guest speakers who will 
challenge your assumptions, offer you new perspectives, and invite your personal 
reflection on how you, as an artist and a scholar, engage with your art, your studies, 
and the world. 
 
Our goals are to… 
 

• Identify and share your current understanding of your artistic practice and 
process. 

• Inquire about the place of your artistic practice within a changing society. 
• Engage in the perspective of other artists and reflect on how their artistic 

process compares to and might influence your own. 
• Reflect on the similarities and differences between your own art and the 

artistic approaches of your peers and other artists. 
 
How will we do it? 
 
The seminar combines lectures by guest artists with opportunities for you to share, 
reflect, and discuss together as artists-scholars. In particular you will: 
 

• Contribute to the class throughout the semester – This seminar relies on 
your active engagement and participation in discussions and activities. You 
will often need to complete short reading assignments in preparation for 
discussions with guest artists or other class activities. Your fellow students 
will also be relying on your engagement and support as they share their 
artistic point-of-view and process with the class. You’ll receive a contribution 
grade for each class according to a rubric posted on Collab.  
 

• Reflect on what you are learning – Each week you’ll contribute to online 
discussions engaging with that week’s presentations by guest artists or your 
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fellow students. Through these discussions, you’ll contribute to probing 
questions about the place of your artistic practice in your own life, in society, 
and in relationship to other arts and practices.    
 

• Share about your artistic practice – In informal discussions and in a brief, 
formal presentations, you’ll share your artistic practice and how your 
perspective may be evolving through your response current events, through 
learning about new practices and approaches to the arts, and through your 
own reflective practice. Your formal presentation may take one of a few 
formats, including a slide presentation, sharing existing work or work-in-
progress, or a creative experience. More details and a presentation schedule 
will be posted on our class Collab page. 

 
• Synthesize your learning – You’ll end the semester by looking back on what 

you’ve learned through the guest artists, your fellow students, and through 
your own experience. You’ll have the choice to share this reflection through a 
3-page paper or through a short artistic response, integrating new 
perspectives on your artistic process.   

 
 
Grading 
 
Contribution to the class throughout the semester 50% 

Weekly reflections on student and guest speakers  15% 

Student portfolio presentation 10% 

Final reflective paper or artistic response 25% 

 
This course uses the Collab default thresholds for undergraduates as described here:  
https://virginia.service-now.com/its?id=itsweb_kb_article&sys_id=1153c16fdba41f444f32fb671d961934 
 
Attendance and Contribution 

Your contribution grade will include your synchronous participation in online classes. 
You will be graded on your promptness, your interactive engagement with the class 
activities, and your focus during the class. A rubric for your contribution grade is 
posted on Collab. Your lowest contribution grade will be automatically dropped.  

Synchronous participation in the class is strongly encouraged, but if extenuating 
circumstances prevent you from participating during the class, you will have an 
asynchronous option for contributing to the class as well. 

Late Work Policy 

• Less than 24 hours late: Maximum of 90% of the grade can be earned 
• Less than 48 hours late: Maximum of 75% of the grade can be earned 
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• More than 48 hours late: Automatic 0 on the assignment 

 

Course Schedule 
 
This is a weekly overview of our course schedule, which is subject to change as 
needed. Please see the course Collab page for an up-to-date, weekly course 
schedule with links to assignments and readings. 
 

Date In-Class Activity 
Wed  
8/26 

Introduction to the seminar. Meet the Faculty Advisory Committee, the Executive Committee, and the 
scholars. 

Wed  
9/2 

Meeting led by Arts Scholars President Veronica Merril 

Wed  
9/9 

Guest Speaker: Frank Dukes, Distinguished Institute Fellow, UVA’s Institute for Engagement & Negotiation, 
Memorial to Enslaved Laborers Community Engagement Committee and Design Team member 

Wed  
9/16 

Student Portfolio Presentations 

Wed  
9/23 

Guest Speaker: Emma Terry, Programs & Communication Director for UVA Arts and Special Assistant to 
the Vice Provost for the Arts 

Wed  
9/30 

Student Portfolio Presentations 

Wed  
10/7 

Guest Speaker: Ethan McSweeny, Artistic Director of The American Shakespeare Center 

Wed  
10/14 

Student Portfolio Presentations 

Wed  
10/21 

Guest Speaker: Manuel Gonzales, author of The Regional Office is Under Attack! and The Miniature Wife, 
winner of the American Academy of Arts and Letters Sue Kaufman Prize for First Fiction and the John 
Gardner Fiction Book Award.   

Wed  
10/28 

Student Portfolio Presentations 

Wed  
11/4 

Guest Speaker: Enya-kalia Jordan, Artistic Director & Choreographer of Enya Kalia Creations 

Wed  
11/11 

Student Portfolio Presentations 

Wed  
11/18 

Meeting led by Arts Scholars President Veronica Merril 

 
Final Paper/Project due: December 3rd, 12pm 
 


